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On Sept. 17, the foreign ministers from the 11 member nations of the Rio Group will meet in
Uruguay with the executive director of the General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade (GATT), Peter
Sutherland, to discuss Latin American viewpoints on those issues still pending negotiation in the
Uruguay Round. The Rio Group countries which include Mexico and all the South American nations
as permanent members, plus one representative each from Central America and the Caribbean as
observers are expected to present a joint statement to Sutherland demanding that the advanced
industrialized countries rapidly negotiate an end to agricultural subsidies in the Uruguay Round,
since such subsidies have particularly hurt Latin American countries (see Chronicles 04/15/93,
04/29/93, 07/29/93). The Rio Group will also appeal for an end to "protectionism" especially by
the European Economic Community (EEC) and for the signing of a final GATT accord by the Dec.
15 deadline. "The rules of the game dictated by the opening of economies to foreign trade and
globalization must be respected equally by all participants around the world," said Colombia's
ambassador to Venezuela, Rodrigo Pardo, commenting on the difficulties in concluding the Uruguay
Round and the growing protectionist tendencies in the advanced industrialized nations. "Latin
American markets have opened enormously and now we need reciprocity from the industrialized
countries. We cannot permit our products to be indiscriminately strapped with trade restrictions by
the EEC, the US, or any other countries." Representatives from the Inter-American Development
Bank (IDB) and the UN's Economic Commission on Latin America and the Caribbean (ECLAC)
will also attend the conference in Uruguay. Meanwhile, more Latin American countries continue
to negotiate their entrance into the 112-member GATT. According to the Honduran Foreign Trade
Ministry, that country is now concluding final negotiations with some key GATT member countries
particularly the US, Switzerland, Australia, and New Zealand to gain their backing for Honduras to
be accepted as a member in a GATT review of Honduras' case in October. (Sources: Agence FrancePresse, 08/02/93, 08/04/93, 08/10/93; Agencia Centroamericana de Noticias-Spanish news service
EFE, 08/19/93)

-- End --

©2011 The University of New Mexico,
Latin American & Iberian Institute.
All rights reserved.

Page 1 of 1

